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Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year from the Fostering Team 

Any guesses who from the team is under the penguin outfits?  

(See page 2 for the answer) 
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USEFUL CONTACT 

DETAILS 

 Foster Carers’ Helpline   

07580074678  

 Fostering Advice &     

Mediation Pat Woolley         

0161 776 0547 

 Fostering Team                             

0800 328 6919 

 Website   

www.letsfoster.co.uk 

 BwD main switchboard              

01254 585 585 

P A G E  2  

Dear Carers, 

This year has been another challenging one for Children’s 

Services with significant resource challenges, however I am 

pleased to report that we are continuing to recruit more 

foster carers and we strive to find more. We always need 

more high quality carers like yourselves. 

  

Thank you for the commitment and dedication you show 

in caring for our children and young people; you really do 

make a difference to these children’s lives, and I want to 

thank you all personally for all you do. 

  

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and my very best wishes for 2017.       

 

Best wishes 

Linda Clegg 

Message from Linda Clegg (Director of Children's Services)  

Who was under the Penguin outfits?  

(Vicky Haigh & Zoe Preston - Fostering Supervising Social Workers) 

‘Introduce a Friend’ 

If you know someone, maybe a friend or family member 

who has thought about fostering why not introduce 

them to the service, we would love to hear from them. 

When they are approved as Foster Carers, you will 

receive a £200 bonus to spend as you like! 

If you have someone in mind please feel free to bring 

them along to the next information evening. 
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On behalf of myself and Cllrs Pat McFall and Julie Gunn can we take 

this opportunity first of all to thank you for all you do for our young 

people and the difference you make to their lives, I know without you 

their lives would be so much poorer.  We would also like especially to 

thank all those members of the Foster Carers Association who not 

only organise great events and help support the department in so 

many ways. but raise issues and help develop services on your behalf. 

 

Finally we would want to send Special Seasons Greeting 

to all of you and hope that this Festive Season is special; 

for you and your family and our Best Wishes for a Very 

Happy New Year. 

 

Cllr Maureen Bateson 

Message from Cllr Maureen Bateson MBE (Executive Member Children's Services)  

Christmas Appeal Bake Off at Duke Street earlier this month for less fortunate children & young people of the Borough.  

We raised over £200, a huge thank you on behalf of Councillor Maureen Bateson to everyone that has 

contributed and especially those who have taken time out of their busy schedules to bake for the occasion. 

The raffle was drawn for the winning cake and congratulations goes to JOANNE HAMMOND (ticket no 184).  
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Message from Alyson Hanson (Service Leader - Placement Services)   

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year to all! 

A big thank you to those carers who have acted as 

‘recruitment champions’ over the last 12 months. We 

couldn’t do as much as we do without the massive 

contribution that you make to running stands and stalls 

and spreading the word to the public about how much we 

need foster carers. We have enjoyed some great events 

this year – Race for Life, the Flower Festival, the Bake Off 

and finally the Christmas tag and wrapping stall, to name 

but a few. We have taken every opportunity to publish 

photographs of our events on social media and that has 

generated interest and enquiries.  

 

The Christmas wrapping stall raised a whopping £291 which the FCA have put towards the 

Christmas Party. We have also raised money for Macmillan Cancer , Breast Cancer Research 

and the East Lancashire Hospice this year so it has been a great effort all round! 

 

A particular highlight this year was the September Foster Carer Forum when we presented 

more than 20 carer families with long service awards. It was great to be able to celebrate the 

achievements of so many of you and amazing to see how many carers have enjoyed fostering 

for Blackburn with Darwen for so many years. 44 years is an incredible record to beat!! 

Then in October it was wonderful to see so many of you at the Achievement Awards for the 

children in your care which showcased so much of the good work you do in helping children to 

manage well in school and achieve in music, sport , drama and academically.  

 

We have worked closely with the FCA this year, meeting regularly to discuss issues that arise 

week to week and finding creative solutions to problems where we can. The committee 

contribute a great deal of their time to representing our foster carers and would like to extend 

my thanks to them. 

 

So I wish you all a very happy festive season and look forward to 2017 when we will do it all 

again! 

 

Regards,  

Alyson  
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Fostering Recruitment Activity/Events 

F O S T E R I N G  &  U S   

Gift Wrapping in the Mall (December 2016) 
 

The lets foster team and foster 

carers were in The Mall Blackburn 

earlier this month offering a Gift 

wrapping service. 

 

Gift Tags designed by our foster 

children were available on the day.  

 

The fundraiser was to support 

children in our care via the 

Blackburn with Darwen Foster 

Carers Association. 

 
 

The following were the 3 winning designs for the Gift Tag competition from children 

in our care. All 3 winners aged 3, 8 and 13 each received Mall vouchers for their 

outstanding efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A kind hearted young man arrived 

at the Christmas wrapping stall 

and donated a whole host of 

goodies for children in our care.  

Thank you very much. 

Speechless, let's just say it's good 

to see some Christmas spirit.  
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Gift Wrapping (continued) 

 

 

 

A total of £291 was raised by 

staff and foster carers at the 
Gift wrapping stall in The Mall 

also selling gift tags designed 

by local children in our care. 

 

 

 

 

 
The money was presented by Alyson Hanson (Service Leader - Placements) and Stephanie Badley 

(Fostering Team Manager) to Sharon Burns (Chair - Foster Carers Association).  

 
The money will be used by the FCA to support the Christmas Party for children in our care. 

A big thank you to everyone who helped us raise this amazing amount. 

 

The Great Fostering Bake Off (October 2016) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thanks to everyone who supported the Big Fostering Bake Off in the Mall earlier this year.   

Together we raised a total sum of £276.47 for East Lancashire Hospice.  

A fantastic achievement for all involved including foster carers, staff and The Mall Blackburn.  

 
Judging was pretty difficult to say the least. Nevertheless we had 3 winners. 1st place Zarina Shaikh, 2nd 

place Carol Smith and 3rd place Sharon Burns.   
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Children in Need                   
(October 16) 

 

A total of £60 was raised at 

our Cake Sale in Duke 

Street for Children in 

Need. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Foster Carers Long 

Service Awards 
(September 2016) 
 

Long Service Awards were 

presented to many of Blackburn 

with Darwen Foster Carers at 
Livesey All Age Centre by the 

Mayor of Blackburn with Darwen 

Cllr Hussain Akhtar, Cllr Maureen 

Bateson MBE (Executive Member 

for Childrens Services) and Linda 

Clegg (Director of Childrens 

Services).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The awards ranged 

from 10 years plus to 

40 years plus which 

included the 

departments longest 

serving foster carers 

(44 years) Fred and 

Audrey Wearing MBE. 
 

www.letsfoster.co.uk  
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Feedback to Young People from the Corporate Parenting Conference  
I was really pleased to attend your conference in September and celebrate some of your 

achievements. It was fantastic that so many of you attended and shared your experiences of living in 

care in Blackburn with Darwen.  

You said so many positive things, but I promised you that as your Corporate Parents we would listen to 

you and also try to help with any problems you might have. These are some of the things you said and 

what we are hoping to do about them.. 

Councillor Mohammed Khan – Leader of the Council 

You said that we have got much better at listening to you and some of you 

enjoy chairing your review meetings.  

You’ve asked that we trust and respect you and ensure that we always 

involve you in important decisions about your life. Also, that we make sure if 

you have a disability we help you to communicate with the adults. 

We will make sure that the adults working with you ask for your needs, 

wishes and feelings, and use them to help decide what happens next. We 

will also make sure that you always have access to an advocate, to support 

you to get your voice heard.  

Most of you said that you really like the homes where you live and the foster 

carers and staff that support you are caring. 

Some of you said that you find it difficult when things keep changing, like your 

social worker or the place that you live. Also if you live in a Children’s home 

people treat you differently than in a foster home. 

We will try to keep the changes in your life to a minimum and if we have to 

change things, make sure that you know as soon as possible. We will also 

promote positive messages about children in care. 

 

You said that you appreciated the leisure opportunities that were provided 

for you and how this helped improve your health and fitness.  

You said you would like to have more group activities to do in the summer 

holidays and that some of these should involve visits to places like the 

beach and educational visits to foreign countries. 

We will look at the group activities being provided for children in care during the summer holidays and 

see if we can plan some more trips and visits. 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  
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Social Work Students 
Hello, Shelley and I joined the Fostering Team in September 

this year. We are both Social Work students and are in our 

final year. We have tried to get out and about and meet as 

many of the foster carers and children you look after as 

possible. You may have seen us at the Long Service Awards or 

at the Great Fostering Bake off! 

 

We have really enjoyed meeting people and have valued 

listening to your experiences and welcoming us into your 

homes. We have recently taken over supervising a small 

number of you just until the new team members start in post. 

We do appreciate this experience and hope that you have felt 

supported by us. We would like to wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your fostering 

journey.                        Sarah Middleton and Shelly McDonald 

 

Feedback to Young People from the Corporate Parenting Conference (continued…) 
You told us that you feel you get lots of support at school, especially with subjects like 

English and Maths. You also said that the pupil premium is now used in a better way 

to help you achieve more. 

Some of you said that you would like more involvement in deciding how your pupil 

premium is spent by the school to help you. 

We will always try to involve you in deciding how your pupil premium is being spent and we will make sure 

that it helps you achieve what you want from education. 

You said that when it came to leaving care you appreciated the support from your leaving care personal 

advisors to set up your own home and access to college or apprenticeships. 

Some of you said that you found it difficult leaving care when you felt too young to cope on your own and 

that more support should be provided like supported housing and staying in foster care until aged 21. 

Some of you also found it difficult to commit to completing a two year 

apprenticeship. 

We will always work with you to agree the right time and age for you to move 

towards living independently. We will provide a range of housing options so 

that the right level of support can be provided. We will also try and arrange 

shorter work experience opportunities for care leavers. 

Gavin Redhead - Children & Young People’s Participation Officer 
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Fostering Team Update  
 

During the last few months the Fostering 

Team has experienced several staffing 

changes. In September, we said our goodbyes 

to Karen Wardle;  Team Manager as she 

retired. Karen had worked for Blackburn with 

Darwen many years and had been dedicated 

to achieving positives outcomes for Children in 

Our Care and Fostering Families.  

 

Steph Badley who has been on the Fostering Team since 2014, as Deputy 

Team Manager has now been appointed as one of the Team Managers on the 

Fostering Team alongside Deborah Benmore. 

 

 
Kath Carruthers; Supervising Social Worker also made the decision to 

commence her retirement in October,  where she continues to enjoy her free 

time. 

 

Claire Wandless; Supervising Social Worker left the 

Fostering Team to commence a Social Work position on the Children In Our 

Care Team on the 01.12.2016. Claire remains working with the authority and 

some of you may continue to remain in contact with her in her new role.  

 

 

We say our goodbyes to Chris Hardisty and Rachel Pilkington 

who have been Supervising Social Workers on the team for a 

number of years. Both have been successful in being provided 

new opportunities outside the authority.   

 

 

Following the staffing changes we will be welcoming two new members of staff to the team in the 

New Year who will be Ben Nicholson and Rahisha Baphoo.  

 

We would like to take the opportunity to wish all our past and present staff good luck in the 

future. 
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Aldo Staffa with Naseem Mirza and Joanne Reedy 

Aldo’s corner 

Education and Training update     

 

This year the GCSE results were once again a credit to our young 

people where we had our highest ever figure of children who achieved 

at least one GCSE pass.     

 

We had 3 young people who achieved at least 5 A* to C’s including 

Maths and English with another 2 young people who achieved 4 A* to 

C’s. 

 

The Celebration of Achievement event was held at King Georges Hall in October. 

 

The event was very well attended with 

over 60 children and young people each 

receiving an award for all their hard work 

and commitments.  

 

The children and young people received 

their awards from various people including 

the Mayor of Blackburn with Darwen Cllr 

Hussain Akhtar, Cllr Maureen Bateson and 

Ella Shaw who later entertained the guests. 

 

We also had 3 children in our care who 

performed live on stage during the evening. 

 

Extra tuition in English and Maths will continue to be provided in 2017 for Year 11 students at the Kip 

McGrath Centre in Blackburn. We would appreciate all carers to continue to support use of this valuable 

resource. 

 

Holidays 

May I remind carers that children in our care must not be taken out of school during term time for 

holidays. 

 

Finally, I’d just like to take the opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and all the best for 

2017. 

 

Aldo Staffa - Education Manager for CIOC 

P A G E  1 1  
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We would encourage foster carers 

to attend the Foster Carer 

Association meetings. 

The Foster Carers Association can 

help in a number of ways: 

 Providing mutual support for 

foster carers. 

 Promoting working                   

partnerships 

 Representing Foster Carers as a 

group 

 Developing awareness, 

knowledge and skills 

 Creating opportunities for 

children and young people to 

meet together 

 

If you have any questions  or 

would like to forward a topic 

for discussion at the FCA 

meetings please email:  

 

bwdfca@gmail.com 

  

 

Next FCA Meeting 
 

23rd January 2017 

 

Ivy Street Community Centre 

Ivy Street, Blackburn 

12.30pm - 2.30pm   
 

A buffet is included 

Foster Carers Association 

FCA Support 

Helpline 

 

For advice and support  

10am — 9pm 

 

07805 516014 

Pat Woolley Fostering Network  
 

Fostering Network Advice and Mediation worker  

 

Specialist worker appointed to support foster carers in 

Blackburn with Darwen through the trauma of dealing 

with allegations and complaints and also for mediation 

purposes (to help resolve difficulties between the agency 

and carers).  

0161 776 0547 

FCA Website 

Don’t forget the all new 

website is now up and 

running.  

For lots of useful 

information including 

events and discounts 

visit: 

www.bwdfca.co.u

     Internet Matters is an independent,   

     not-for-profit organisation to help   

     parents/carers keep children safe online. 

 

 

The possibilities of this new connected world are exciting and infinite. The internet is the most important 

innovation of our time, if not all time. It makes it simple to connect, communicate, learn and share. 

Keeping up to date with what children are doing when they’re online can seem daunting, technology is constantly advancing 

and sometimes parents feel that their children know more about the internet than they do. Whatever their age, the website 

can help you to find out more about what they might be doing online and give you some simple, practical and easy advice on 

the steps you can take as a parent/carer to keep them as safe as possible.  

For more information visit: www.internetmatters.org  
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Changes To Child Car Seat Law: Booster Seats 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New regulations came into effect in December 2016 meaning backless booster seats 

will only be approved for older children. Let’s take a look at the new car seat 

regulations and what they will mean for parents/carers: 

WHAT ARE THE NEW RULES? 

Under the new rules, backless booster seats or booster cushions will only be approved 

for use by children taller than 125cm and weighing more than 22kg. Currently children 

as young as 3, or 15kg, are able to use a backless booster seat. The new rules that are 

expected to come into effect later this year mean backless booster seats  will no longer 

be approved  for  young children. 

DO I HAVE TO BUY A NEW SEAT? 

The new child car seat regulations come into effect from December 2016, but these 

will only apply to new products. This means that if you’re looking to buy a booster seat 

after the regulation change, you’ll see that they’re only approved for children over 

125cm or 22kg. If you’ve got an existing booster seat you will be able to use it without 

breaking any rules, but it is recommended that you buy your child a high-backed 

booster seat which can offer more protection in a side-impact crash situation. 

WHAT’S THE ALTERNATIVE? 

High backed booster seats for children aged 4-12 (group2/3) are recommended by 

experts as offering a safer alternative to a backless booster seat until your little one 

reaches 125cm tall or 22kg. Which? child car seat expert, Lisa Galliers says: “A decent 

high-backed booster seat provides better protection in a front crash, as they’re 

designed to guide the adult seat-belt across the child’s body properly, and our crash 

tests prove they offer much more protection in a side-impact crash than a backless 

booster seat alone.” 

http://www.kiddicare.com/c/Highback_Car_Seats_and_Harnesses.htm
http://www.kiddicare.com/c/Highback_Car_Seats_and_Harnesses.htm
http://www.kiddicare.com/c/Highback_Car_Seats_and_Harnesses.htm
http://www.kiddicare.com/c/4_to_11_Years_Car_Seats.htm
http://www.which.co.uk/
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Important Reminders 
CRB’s & Medicals 

Please note that CRB’s and Medicals are being undertaken every 

2 and a half years now. 

Please inform your Supervising Social Worker if any members of 

your household are coming up to the age of 16 so that 

appropriate checks can be made.  

This includes foster children as well as your own. 

Health PassportsHealth Passports  

Please can all carers ensure each child in their care has 

an up to date Health Assessment Passport. 

The Health Assessment Passport includes space to record placement details 

including moves, health history, immunisations, health assessments, visits to 

GP’s, dentist appointments, hospital admissions and out patient consultations. 

The Health Assessment Passport is vital for ensuring the health and well-being 

for children who are looked after.  

If you do not have an Health Assessment Passport                      

for any child in your care please contact your                             

Supervising Social Worker as soon as possible. 

Did you know that all children in the 

care of the authority are  

Entitled to a FREE Beez Gold Card? 
 

 

The Beez Gold card provides 

FREE access to leisure facilities 

throughout the Borough. 
 

To apply simply complete the application 

form online at www.blackburn.gov.uk 

or at any of the Borough's leisure 

centres. 

 

 

 

 

The FCA would like to thank 

everyone for attending and supporting 

the FCA Christmas Party.  

 

It was a great turnout!  

 

Please remember the FCA continues 

to support all carers so feel free to 

attend any of the FCA meetings or 

ring the support line for advice and 

information. 

Important Notice 
 

Just to let you know that on 

Friday the 23rd December Foster 

carers will be receiving TWO 

weeks payments as the 24th and 

25th December are bank 

holidays. 
  

This means that foster carers 

won’t receive any payment on 

Friday the 30th December. 

Payments for w/c 2nd January 

2017 will be back to normal on 

Friday 6th January 2017. 


